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Disclaimer:
The Mortimer-Filkens test was developed with funds from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in the 1970s. It has been used as a tool to screen for problem drinkers by the courts since that period. There are no fees associated with obtaining or using this instrument, because it was developed with federal funds, other than whatever costs may be associated with copying them. However, users are cautioned that the accompanying scoring keys should not be distributed. They are intended to allow bona fide users to score the test and determine whether persons taking it exceed an acceptable threshold. Distribution of the scoring keys to unauthorized persons could undermine the credibility of the test. 
This volume p r o v i d e s d i r e c t i o n s f o r s c o r i n g t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w d e s c r i b e d i n Volume I , t e l l s how t h e s c o r e s s h o u l d be
i n t e r p r e t e d , and p r o v i d e s t h e keys n e c e s s a r y f o r s c o r i n g .
There a r e t h r e e s e p a r a t e s c o r i n g keys which a r e used t o s c o r e t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w . Key-1 and Key-2 a r e used t o s c o r e t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and Key-3 s c o r e s t h e I n t e r v i e w . The f o l l o w i n g The Q u e s t i o n n a i r e c o n t a i n s two t y p e s of r e s p o n s e s : True ( y e s ) -~a l s e (no) ; and numbered answers.
The answers i n t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e (Key-1 and Key-2) which a r e i n d i c a t i v e o f problem a r i n k i n g a r e marked w i t h a b l a c k d o t . A number i s p r o v i d e d i n t h e answer s p a c e f o r t h o s e q u e s t i o n s a s k i n g f o r t h a t t y p e of r e s p o n s e .
OBTAINING A SCORE Take t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f i l l e d i n by t h e o f f e n d e r and l i n e page 1 up w i t h t h e v e r t i c a l l i n e on page 1 of t h e s c o r i n g Key-1 ( s e e sample i n F i g u r e 1 ) . Make s u r e t h e numbers t o t h e r i g h t of t h e answers a r e a l i g n e d .
Compare t h e o f f e n d e r ' s answers w i t h t h o s e i n t h e s c o r i n g key. For each answer t h e o f f e n d e r marks t h e same a s t h e d o t on
t h e s c o r i n g key, g i v e him -one p o i n t .
The numbered answers a l s o r e c e i v e one p o i n t f o r each matchi n g response. The numbers on t h e s c o r i n g key a r e u s u a l l y followed by t h e words, " o r more." I n t h o s e c a s e s , i f t h e person answers w i t h a number e q u a l t o o r h i g h e r than t h e number i n t h e s c o r i n g Q u e s t i o n 4 4 . "How many d r i n k s can you h a n d l e and s t i l l d r i v e well?-
Of f e n d e r ' s Answer S c o r i n g Key-1
( # 6 o r more) The person would r e c e i v e one p o i n t f o r h i s answer t o t h i s q u e s t i o n . Take h i s t o t a l s c o r e f o r page 1 and mark i t on t h e Q u e s t i o nn a i r e and I n t e r v i e w summary s h e e t , a s shown i n t h e example i n F i g u r e 2 .
F i g u r e 2. S e c t i o n of Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w summary s h e e t f o r t a l l y i n g Q u e s t i o n n a i r e page s c o r e s , w i t h an example of page t o t a l s .
Proceed i n t h i s same manner f o r pages two and t h r e e , always
KEY TOTAL (Key-l)x2 = (Key-2)xl = -remembering t o mark your t o t a l f o r each page on t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w summary s h e e t . Add up t h e page t o t a l s and p l a c e t h e
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TOTAL
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3 sum i n t h e box marked "Page T o t a l " ( s e e F i g u r e 2 ) . Turn back t o page 1 of t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and l i n e t h e page up w i t h Key-2 by matching t h e v e r t i c a l l i n e s and numbers on t h e r i g h t . Score i t e x a c t l y a s you d i d f o r Key-1, g i v i n g t h e person one p o i n t f o r each answer t h a t i s t h e same a s t h a t on Key-2, Again, p l a c e your t o t a l s f o r each page on t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w sum-
3
)z e 1 3 0 mary s h e e t and t h e sum of t h e t o t a l s i n t h e box marked "Page T o t a l . " 
I f a p e r s o n s k i p s many q u e s t i o n s i n t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e , complete t h e s c o r i n g p r o c e d u r e and a r r i v e a t a t o t a l s c o r e b u t make a n o t e t h a t t h e p e r s o n d i d n o t complete t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . S u b s e q u e n t l y , you w i l l have t o r e l y more h e a v i l y on t h e I n t e rview and r e l a t e d background i n f o r m a t i o n .
SCORING THE INTERVIEW: Key-3
The I n t e r v i e w items r e q u i r e one o f two t y p e s o f r e s p o n s e s :
(1) Yes-No ( Y -N ) and ( 2 ) numbered answers.
I n Key-3, t h e problem d r i n k e r r e s p o n s e s f o r t h e t r u e -f a l s e (yes-no) q u e s t i o n s a r e i n d i c a t e d by b e i n g e n c i r c l e d . Numbers a r e g i v e n f o r q u e s t i o n s r e q u i r i n g a n u m e r i c a l r e s p o n s e .
ACTUAL SCORING
Repeat t h e p r o c e d u r e a s d e s c r i b e d f o r Key-1 and Key-2.
The t o t a l f o r e a c h page i s p l a c e d i n t h e bottom s e c t i o n o f t h e Quest i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w summary s h e e t ( F i g u r e 3 ) .
F i g u r e 3. S e c t i o n o f Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w summary s h e e t f o r t a l l y i n g I n t e r v i e w page s c o r e s , w i t h an example of page t o t a l s .
A f t e r c o m p l e t i o n of t h e I n t e r v i e w add up a l l t h e page t o t a l s and p l a c e t h e sum i n t h e box marked "Page T o t a l , " on t h e summary s h e e t . f o r t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w i s t h e n o b t a i n e d by adding t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i n a l s c o r e s . These s i m p l e mathematical s t e p s a r e g i v e n on t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w summary s h e e t which i s d e s i g n e d t o minimize e r r o r s and show how t o d e r i v e an o v e r a l l t o t a l s c o r e , An example of t h e s e s t e p s i s shown i n Table 1 . Table 1 shows t h a t page t o t a l s on each of t h e t h r e e pages f o r t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e keys a r e a s f o l l o w s : Then, s u b t r a c t t h e t o t a l s c o r e on Key-2 from t h e t o t a l on Key-1, i , e . , 20-3=17.
T h e r e f o r e , t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s c o r e ( Q ) =17.
The I n t e r v i e w i s s c o r e d i n a s i m i l a r way. The page t o t a l s a r e counted u s i n g ~e y -3 and r e c o r d e d i n t h e a p p r o p r i a t e p l a c e f o r t h a t page on t h e summary s h e e t . Table 1 shows t h e I n t e r v i e w page (Key-3) x4=12x4=48.
T h e r e f o r e , t h e I n t e r v i e w s c o r e , ( I ) =48.
The F i n a l T o t a l Score=Q+I=17+48=65. 
INTERPRETATION OF SCORES I n most c a s e s t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n a s t o whether t h e i n d i v i d u a l i s , o r i s n o t a problem d r i n k e r w i l l be made on t h e b a s i s of t h e f i n a l t o t a l
PRESUMPTIVE PROBLEM D R I N K I N G . A t o t a l s c o r e of 60 o r g r e a t e r b u t l e s s t h a n 85 s h o u l d be t r e a t e d a s h i g h l y presumptive e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l i s a problem d r i n k e r . P a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n s h o u l d be p a i d t o younger d r i v e r s whose s c o r e s f a l l i n t o t h i s c a t e g o r y , i . e . , t h o s e under 2 5 . Many i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h i s age b r a c k e t a r e i n t h e p r o c e s s of forming h a b i t s w i t h r e s p e c t t o d r i v i n g and a l c o h o l consumption which, once e s t a b l i s h e d , w i l l t e n d t o be s t a b l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e remainder of
t h e i r l i f e span under o r d i n a r y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . The Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w d i s c r i m i n a t e less c l e a r l y between problem d r i n k e r s and normal p e r s o n s a t t h i s age l e v e l , probably because of t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s e h a b i t s a r e o f t e n i n t h e i r f o r m a t i v e s t a g e s and have n o t y e t c r y s t a l i z e d i n t o a l i f e l o n g p a t t e r n . I n t h i s age group t h e p o t e n t i a l b e n e f i t s of r e m e d i a l e d u c a t i o n and t r e a t m e n t a r e g r e a t e r than w i t h o l d e r p e r s o n s . T h e r e f o r e , a b o r d e r l i n e s c o r e such a s t h i s s h o u l d be looked upon w i t h p a r t i c u l a r s u s p i c i o n when d e a l i n g w i t h a younger person. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t such a person may be d e v e l o p i n g u n d e s i r e d h a b i t s w i t h r e s p e c t t o a l c o h o l use which w i l l e v e n t u a l l y l e a d t o a s e v e r e d r i n k i n g problem, and i f t h i s p r o c e s s can be slowed o r h a l t e d a t t h i s p o i n t , such a f a t e can be a v e r t e d .
When d e a l i n g w i t h a person from an o l d e r age b r a c k e t t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a d r i n k i n g problem s h o u l d be s t r o n g l y s u s p e c t e d on
t h e b a s i s of a s c o r e i n t h i s range. A good r u l e t o f o l l o w i n t h e s e c a s e s i s t o c o n s i d e r t h e person t o be a problem d r i n k e r u n l e s s t h e r e i s o t h e r evidence t o t h e c o n t r a r y . A person a t t a i n i n g a t o t a l s c o r e l e s s than 60 should o r d i n a r i l y n o t be c o n s i d e r e d t o be a problem d r i n k e r u n l e s s t h e r e i s o t h e r s t r o n g evidence which p o i n t s t o a d r i n k i n g problem.
EVALUATION BASED EITHER ON QUESTIONNAIRE OR INTERVIEW SCORES
W e now t u r n t o t h e problem of i n t e r p r e t i n g s c o r e s i n c a s e s which, f o r some r e a s o n , o n l y t h e I n t e r v i e w s c o r e o r the Q u e s t i o nn a i r e s c o r e i s a v a i l a b l e . A s p o i n t e d o u t e a r l i e r i n t h i s Manual, such a procedure i s u n d e s i r a b l e . However, f o r t h o s e c a s e s i n which it i s n e c e s s a r y t o make t h e e v a l u a t i o n on o n l y one p a r t of t h e procedure t h e f o l l o w i n g t e n t a t i v e g u i d e l i n e s a r e s u g g e s t e d .
QUESTIONNAIRE.
A s c o r e of 2 4 o r g r e a t e r i s v i r t u a l l y c e r t a i n evidence of problem d r i n k i n g . A s c o r e of 16 o r g r e a t e r i s h i g h l y presumptive evidence of problem d r i n k i n g and t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which were o u t l i n e d above f o r t h e t o t a l s c o r e , u s i n g both t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and I n t e r v i e w , w i l l apply i n t h i s c a s e a l s o , A s c o r e of 15 o r less i s e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l i s probably n o t a problem d r i n k e r , although i t s h o u l d be borne i n mind t h a t t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e a l o n e does n o t d i s c r i m i n a t e a s s h a r p l y a s t h e combined t e c h n i q u e s and t h a t o c c a s i o n a l l y a problem d r i n k e r w i l l have a low s c o r e . 
CODING AND KEYPUNCHING OF QUESTIONNAIRE AND INTERVIEW RESPONSES
The numbers to the right of the answer space provided for each item serve a dual purpose. They provide a unique identifier for each interview item so that when it is desired to refer to a particular item or part of an item it can be easily and reliably located. They are also intended to serve as a guide for users who wish to punch the responses into Hollerith cards for computer scoring or analyses.
CARD LAYOUT
The manner in which the numbers are used for keypunching purposes is as follows: If both the questionnaire and interview are to be used, a minimum of six cards per person is required (additional cards can be used to record additional information if this is desired by the agency administering the protocol). The first card contains general information about the offender (age, sex, date of testing, circumstances of contact, etc.). This information is recorded on the "Case Information Sheet" (p. 13). The second card contains the questionnaire responses, while the third through sixth cards contain the interview responses.
The first digit of the number following a response indicates the number of the card on which the response is to be punched: 100's on the first card, 200's on the second card, and so on. The last two digits indicate the rightmost card column of the field into which the response is to be punched. (In most cases the field will occupy only one column.) For example, the response numbered 238 (questionnaire item 18) would be punched in column 38 of the second card, while response number 376 (How old were you at the time of your first arrest?; interview, p. 4) would be punched in columns 75 and 76 of the third card (note that the preceding number is 374).
The f i r s t 20 columns o f e a c h c a r d a r e r e s e r v e d f o r i d e n t i f yi n g i n f o r m a t i o n . Column 1 s h o u l d c o n t a i n t h e c a r d number. Thus f o r e a c h p e r s o n t h e s i x c a r d s w i l l have t h e numbers 1 t h r o u g h 6 , r e s p e c t i v e l y , i n column 1. Columns 2 t h r o u g h 4 s h o u l d c o n t a i n an i d e n t i f i e r f o r t h e agency o r program a d m i n i s t e r i n g t h e p r o t o c o l .
Columns 5-20 s h o u l d c o n t a i n a unique i d e n t i f i e r a s s i g n e d t o e a c h c a s e by t h e agency. T h i s c o u l d b e t h e o f f e n d e r ' s d r i v i n g l i c e n s e number, a s e r i a l number g e n e r a t e d by t h e agency, o r any o t h e r number which w i l l u n i q u e l y i d e n t i f y t h e i n d i v i d u a l .
C O D I N G OF RESPONSES
YES-NO RESPONSES. The yes-no r e s p o n s e s on t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e and i n t e r v i e w s h o u l d be punched a s "1" i f y e s and " 2 " i f no. M i s s i n g and " n o t a p p l i c a b l e " r e s p o n s e s and r e f u s a l s a r e t r e a t e d i n a l a t e r s e c t i o n . 
NUMERIC RESPONSES. I n g e n e r a l , t h e number g i v e n by t h e r e s p o n d e n t s h o u l d be punched i n t o t h e f i e l d e x a c t l y a s g i v e n . I f a number g r e a t e r t h a n 9 i s g i v e n f o r an i t e m which i s a l l o t t e d a one-column f i e l d , i t s h o
I n s t r u c t i o n s f o r r e c o d i n g t h e s e may be o b t a i n e d from t h e a u t h o r s .
These items a r e n o t used i n s c o r i n g t h e i n t e r v i e w , and need be coded o n l y f o r r e s e a r c h p u r p o s e s .
MISSING KESPONSES, FUFUSALS, AND ITEMS NOT ASKED. I f a r e s p o n s e i s m i s s i n g t h e f i e l d s h o u l d b e l e f t b l a n k . O r d i n a r i l y t h e r e s h o u l d be no m i s s i n g r e s p o n s e s on t h e i n t e r v i e w , a s i t i s t h e i n t e r v i e w e r ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o see t h a t a r e s p o n s e i s e n t e r e d f o r e a c h item. R e f u s a l s t o answer s h o u l d b e coded by f i l l i n g t h e f i e l d w i t h ampersands ( & ; 12 p u n c h ) .
NA ( n o t a s k e d ) r e s p o n s e s ( i n d i c a t e d on t h e i n t e r v i e w by a
v e r t i c a l l i n e through t h e p a r e n t h e s e s ( 1 ) ) , should be examined c a r e f u l l y t o determine t h a t "no" o r " 0 " i s n o t a more a p p r o p r i a t e answer. T h i s c a t e g o r y i s n o t t o be used t o i n d i c a t e a n e g a t i v e r e s p o n s e , b u t r a t h e r a s an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n i s inapp r o p r i a t e f o r t h e person. O r d i n a r i l y it s h o u l d o n l y be used on t h o s e q u e s t i o n s which were n o t asked because t h e i n t e r v i e w form d i r e c t s t h e i n t e r v i e w e r t o s k i p them c o n t i n g e n t on t h e answer t o a p r e v i o u s q u e s t i o n , e . g. t h e q u e s t i o n i s preceded by " ( I f y e s ) "
and t h e p r e c e d i n g answer was 'ho". Such r e s p o n s e s should be coded by f i l l i n g t h e f i e l d w i t h dashes ( -; 11 punch). 
CASE INFORMATION SHEET
1. What i s your p r e s e n t m a r i t a l s t a t u s ?
1. s i n g l e 2 . s e p a r a t e d 1. a l o n e
. w i t h f r i e n d ( s )
. w i t h r e l a t i v e ( s )
. w i t h w i f e (husband)
5 . w i t h ex-wife (ex-husband) E n t e r n u~e r h e r e ---------------- 
d i v o r c e i n t h e l a s t two y e a r s ? ---------------------Does ( d i d ) y o u r w i f e (husband) o f t e n t h r e a t e n you w i t h divorce?----------------
Would you s a y t h a t y o u r w i f e ' s ( h u s b a n d ' s ) g e n e r a l h e a l t h i s (was) v e r y good? -------
A r e you employed now?-
About how many packs of c i g a r e t t e s do you smoke p e r w e e k ? --------------
Were you e v e r a r r e s t e d ? ------------- I o f t e n have f e e l i n g s o f vague r e s t l e s s n e s s ---M y f r i e n d s a r e much h a p p i e r t h a n I am ------I o f t e n p i t y myself ---------------
Would you s a y t h a t 4 o r 5 drinks a f f e c t your
I f e e l t e n s e and a n x i o u s most of t h e ) t i m e ----Are you o f t e n bored and r e s t l e s s ? -------- Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 1. What i s your p r e s e n t m a r i t a l s t a t u s ?
1. s i n g l e , .
2 . s e p a r a t e Would you s a y t h a t your w i f e ' s ( h u s b a n d ' s ) g e n e r a l h e a l t h i s (was) v e r y good?----6 . Are you employed now? ----------7 , Do you smoke? --------------8 . About how many packs o f c i g a r e t t e s 1 do you smoke p e r week? -------------
Were you e v e r a r r e s t e d ? ---------TRUE FALSE ( y e s ) (no) Q u e s t i o n n a i r e Are your r e l a t i v e s u p s e t w i t h t h e way you l i v e ? -I s your income s u f f i c i e n t f o r your b a s i c needs? -Are you bothered by nervousness ( i r r i t a b l e , f i d g e t y o r t e n s e ) ? ----------------M y judgment i s b e t t e r t h a n i t e v e r was------Have you r e c e n t l y undergone a g r e a t s t r e s s (such a s something conkerning your j o b , your h e a l t h , your f i n a n c e s , your f a m i l y , o r a l o v e d o n e ) ? -------------------I am a p t t o t a k e d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s s o b a d l y t h a t I c a n ' t p u t them o u t of my mind ---------I have long p e r i o d s of such g r e a t r e s t l e s s n e s s t h a t I cannot s i t long i n a c h a i r --------Are you o f t e n sad o r down i n t h e dumps? -----I have t r o u b l e s l e e p i n g -------------I am moderate i n a l l my h a b i t s ----------Do you f e e l t h a t you have abnormal problems?---I have l i v e d t h e r i g h t k i n d of l i f e -------M y home l i f e i s a s happy a s it should be-----Does d r i n k i n g h e l p you make f r i e n d s ? -------Much of t h e t i m e I f e e l a s i f I have done something wrong o r e v i l -------------DO you t h i n k t h a t c r e d i t o r s a r e much t o o q u i c k t o b o t h e r you f o r payments? -----------I wish I could be a s happy a s o t h e r s seem t o be -I sometimes f e e l t h a t I am about t o go t o p i e c e sDo you u s u a l l y p e r s p i r e a t n i g h t ? --------I o f t e n f e e l uncomfortable and down i n t h e dumpsAbout how man41 y e a r s has it been s i n c e your l a s t out-of-town v a c a t i o n ? ( I f you have never t a k e n o n e , w r i t e "9") -------F ------I am a high-strung person ------------ 
